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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in 
the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international 
application by another who has fulfilled the requirement of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 
371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

2. Claims 16-20, 22 and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ringdahl et al '693. Ringdahl et al '693 shows a wheelchair lift comprising: 

a platform (308) for carrying a passenger; 

a lifting mechanism (upper pivot arm 334, lower pivot arm 336 and vertical channel beam 340 and 
motor 348) secured at one end to a vehicle and at the other end to the platform (308) adjacent to an 
inboard end of the platform for moving the platform between a ground level position, a transfer level 
position and a vertically-stowed position, wherein the lifting mechanism comprises a vertical arm (vertical 
channel beam 340) secured adjacent to the inboard end of the platform, the platform pivotable about an 
axis on the vertical arm; 

a plate (barrier 316) pivotally connected to the inboard end of the platform (308) and moveable 
between a raised barrier position and a lowered bridging position; 

a first linkage (vertical housing 346, link arms 368 and 370, and the links at motor 348) extending 
between a location on the vertical arm (340) of the lifting mechanism and the platform for moving the 
platform from the transfer level position to the vertically stowed position; and 

a second linkage (cam follower 390, follower arm 392, cable 396 and cable sheath 398) 
extending between the plate (316) and a location on the first linkage (on vertical housing 346) for moving 
the plate (316) between the raised barrier position and the lowered bridging position. 

The lifting mechanism comprises a parallelogram structure (334 and 336), as recited in claim 17. 
The first linkage includes a telescoping member (screw nut 354) as recited in claim 18. The first linkage 
includes a pair of arms (346 and 368) of unequal length, as recited in the beginning of claim 19 and in 
claim 20. The second linkage has an actuator link (390) pivotally extending from the longer arm (346) for 
raising the plate (316) as recited in claim 19. The first linkage has a first arm (368) extending from the 
lifting mechanism and a second arm (370) extending from the platform, as recited in claim 22. Movement 
of the lifting mechanism (334) causes the plate (316) to move, as broadly recited in claim 27. When 
considering clams 26 and 28, the first linkage can be considered as including cam follower (390) as the 
follower is connected to vertical housing (346) as to have contact with member (388; an element on the 
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parallelogram structure) of the lifting mechanism move the plate (316), by acting on the second linkage 
(396 and 398) as recited in claims 29 and 30. 

3. Claims 31-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by Ringdahl et al '693. 
Ringdahl et al '693 shows a wheelchair lift comprising: 

a platform (308) for carrying a passenger; 

a lifting mechanism (motor 320, the links at the motor, upper pivot arm 334, lower pivot arm 336 
and vertical channel beam 340) secured at one end to a vehicle and at the other end to the platform (308) 
adjacent to an inboard end of the platform (308) for moving the platform between a ground level position, 
a transfer level position and a vertically-stowed position, wherein the lifting mechanism comprises a 
vertical arm (vertical channel beam 340) secured adjacent to the inboard end of the platform (308); 

a plate (barrier 316) pivotally connected to the inboard end of the platform (308) and moveable 
between a raised barrier position and a lowered bridging position; and 

a linkage (cam follower 390, cable 396, and cable sheath 398) coupled to the plate for moving the 
plate between the raised barrier position and the lowered bridging position, the linkage extending 
between a location on the vertical arm of the lifting mechanism and the platform for moving the platform 
from the transfer level position to the vertically-stowed position, wherein the linkage comprises a 
telescoping member (396 and 398). 

The linkage has a first arm (390) extending from the lifting mechanism and a second telescoping 
arm (396) extending from the platform, as recited in claims 32 and 33. The telescoping movement of arm 
(396) moves the plate (316) as recited in claim 34. 

4. Claims 31 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Risner et al 
(cited by applicant). Risner et al shows a wheelchair lift comprising: 

a platform (40) for carrying a passenger; 

a lifting mechanism (frame 20 and reciprocating motor means 80) secured at one end to a vehicle 
and at the other end to the platform (40) adjacent to an inboard end of the platform (40) for moving the 
platform between a ground level position, a transfer level position and a vertically-stowed position, 
wherein the lifting mechanism comprises a vertical arm (frame 20 is considered as having an overall 
vertical orientation or at time completely vertical, see figure III) secured adjacent to the inboard end of the 
platform (40); 

a plate (bridge plate 78) pivotally connected to the inboard end of the platform (40) and moveable 
between a raised barrier position and a lowered bridging position; and 

a linkage (lever 73) coupled to the plate (78) for moving the plate between the raised barrier 
position and the lowered bridging position, the linkage extending between a location on the vertical arm of 
the lifting mechanism and the platform for moving the platform from the transfer level position to the 
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vertically-stowed position, wherein the linkage comprises a telescoping member (as it moves in slot 75). 

The linkage has a first arm (lever 73) extending from the lifting mechanism (20) and a second arm 
(85) extending from the platform, as recited in claim 32. 

5. Claims 36-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by Ringdahl et al '693. 
Ringdahl et al '693 shows a wheelchair lift comprising a platform (308) for carrying a passenger, a lifting 
mechanism (320, 334, 388, 336, and 340) secured at one end to a vehicle for moving the platform (308) 
between a ground level position, a transfer level position and a vertically-stowed position, the lifting 
mechanism having a vertical arm (340) extending to and pivotably secured to the platform at an axis on 
the platform, a plate (316) pivotally connected to the inboard end of the platform and movable between a 
raised barrier position and a lowered bridging position, a linkage (368, 370) extending between a location 
on the vertical arm of the lifting mechanism and the platform for moving the platform from the transfer 
level position to the vertically stowed position, and an actuator (396, 398) coupling the linkage and the 
plate for moving the plate between the raised barrier position and the lowered bridging position. The 
linkage (368 and 370) are arms of different lengths, as recited in claim 37. Housing (346) can also be 
considered as part of the linkage as one of the longer arms, as to have the actuator coupled to the longer 
arm, as recited in claim 38. As cam following arm (390) is connected to housing (346) it can be 
considered as part of the first linkage as to have the lifting mechanism (at 388) moving the actuator 
(396/398) to raise the plate (316), as recited in claims 39 and 40. 

6. Claims 36, 37, 39 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Risner et 
al. Risner et al shows a wheelchair lift comprising a platform (40) for carrying a passenger, a lifting 
mechanism (20 and 80) secured at one end to a vehicle for moving the platform (40) between a ground 
level position, a transfer level position and a vertically-stowed position, the lifting mechanism having a 
vertical arm (20) extending to and pivotably secured to the platform at an axis on the platform, a plate (78) 
pivotally connected to the inboard end of the platform and movable between a raised barrier position and 
a lowered bridging position, a linkage (85) extending between a location on the vertical arm (20) of the 
lifting mechanism and the platform (40) for moving the platform from the transfer level position to the 
vertically stowed position, and an actuator (73) coupling the linkage (85) and the plate (78) for moving the 
plate between the raised barrier position and the lowered bridging position. The linkage (368 and 370) 
are arms of different lengths (on each side of slot 87), as recited in claim 37. The lifting mechanism acts 
on the linkage (85) to move the actuator (73) to move the plate (78), as recited in claims 39 and 40. 

7. Claims 21, 23-25 and 35 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claims and 
the intervening claims. 
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8. Applicant's remarks in the amendment filed May 25, 2006, have been fully considered, but are 
deemed moot in view of the above new rejections. The late incorporation of the Risner et al reference 
and the second embodiment of the Ringdahl et al reference within the rejections is regretted. An inquiry 
concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to 
Thomas J. Brahan whose telephone number is (571) 272-6921. The examiner's supervisor, Ms. 
Katherine Matecki, can be reached at (571) 272-6951. The fax number for all patent applications is (571) 
273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . 
Questions regarding access to the Private PAIR system, should be directed to the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primafy Examiner 
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